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DIY Book-Style Kindle Cover
Most covers on the market have a hinge of reinforced fabric between the two sides,
but they don’t feel like holding a real book. This DIY cover has a spine just like a book,
and so holding it feels natural.
Constructing this cover takes patience, but it’s not terribly difficult. Read the
instructions from beginning to end so you have a notion of how it’s done.

Tools:
mat knife
ruler
sewing machine
iron
awl or large nail with hammer
clothespins or stationery clips
hot glue gun (optional)

Supplies:
mat board, 12” x 8” (craft store)
strapping tape (stationery store)
Elmer’s Wood Glue (hardware supply)
fabric for inside: 13” x 9”
fabric for outside: 13” x 10”
1/4” braided elastic, black
batting (used for quilting), 1/4 yard
hem adhesive such as Stitch Witchery (optional)

Optional (for “belt”):
fabric ribbon 15” long
snap

Fabric suggestions and notes:
Ÿ Cotton or polyester in medium weight
Ÿ Suede cloth
Ÿ Plaid can be difficult to keep from looking crooked because of its lines.
Ÿ Vinyl bunches up badly in the inside fold.
Ÿ Black elastic is best because it loops over the corners of your Kindle, which is
black. Even if there’s no black in your fabric, black elastic still looks best.
Ÿ How much batting you buy depends on the minimum available in the store. If
you know someone who quilts, they may have scraps, which is all you need.
Don’t be tempted to use pillow stuffing. It’ll be lumpy.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cut the mat board into:
two 8” x 5½”pieces
one 3/8” x 8” strip (for the spine of the “book”)
2. Lay out the 3 pieces as shown below. Secure them with 1 or 2 pieces of Scotch tape.
3. Run strapping tape down the center and then trim off any excess at top and bottom.
4. Slide your thumbnail down the crevice on either side of the spine to push the tape
down slightly into the gap.

5. Spread wood glue across the entire surface of the taped inside of the boards. Use a
brush to evenly distribute the glue. You want a fairly thin, smooth coating.
6. Cover the glued surface with your inside fabric, using your ruler to spread the fabric
outward from the center to smooth it.
7. Place paper towels on top of the fabric-covered boards and lay a heavy book on
top. Let it sit overnight to allow the glue to dry. (It’s best to wait 24 hours.)
8. Once dry, trim away the excess fabric close to the edges of the mat boards.
9. Print the template on the next page and trim it to the outside black lines.
10. With the cover open so the fabric side is facing you, fold over the right-hand side
and write “kindle” on the back so you know this is side your Kindle will be. Lay the
cover flat with fabric side down. and place the template on top of the board where
it says “kindle.” Line up the paper’s edges with the edges of the mat board.
12. Using a ballpoint pen, poke through each of the eight dots to mark those spots.

13. Place scrap cardboard or newspaper on your work surface, and place the cover
fabric side down on top of it.
14. With an awl or large nail and hammer, punch through each spot. Wiggle the awl or
nail around inside the holes to enlarge them. Turn the cover over and go through
from the fabric side, again wiggling the awl or nail to enlarge the holes, which have
to be about 1/8” wide so you can push the elastic through.

15. Cut 4 pieces of elastic, each 5” long.
16. With each strip of elastic poke the ends through the holes. You may have to use the
awl or nail coax the ends through to other side.
17. Pull both ends of the elastic through so it lays flat and snug against the fabric side.

(Note: The elastic is illustrated using red only for better contrast.)

18. On the other side, trim the elastic where it goes beyond the holes.
19. Hold the elastic between thumb and finger, keeping the overlapping ends in
position, and hand stitch the two ends of each elastic strip with doubled thread.
You should need no more than 6 to 8 stitches to secure the ends.

20. Cut two pieces of batting just a little smaller than each of the covers. Position the
batting on the outside where there’s no fabric. Don’t cover the spine. If the batting
is thin, cut two more pieces and add them to double the thickness.

21. You can use a few dabs of hot glue to keep the batting from sliding around.

22. Fold in 1/4” of the fabric all the way around, pinning it in place.
23. Using an iron, press in the fold, taking out the pins as you go.
24. Where the corners overlap, cut them in diagonally.

(Color used to make the corner more visible)

You have a choice in how you will attach the outside cover...
You can stitch it with a sewing machine
OR
you can fuse it with Stitch Witchery, an iron-on seam binding.
Stitch Witchery

or

Machine Sewing

25. Lay the cover fabric with folded edges wrong-side up on table, then lay your cover
opened up on top of the fabric. Make sure there’s an even amount of fabric showing
on all four edges.
26. Fold the left edge up & over the cover, holding the fabric in place with clothespins
or stationery clips. Do the same with the right edge. Repeat with the top and bottom.
Whether sewing or fusing, do opposite edges first (left/right & top/bottom) so you can
keep the fabric smooth and tight.
NOTE: If your sewing machine can’t quite handle it, you can still do it by turning the
wheel on the machine manually.

THE BAND (optional) is made by cutting ribbon of your choice to
wrap around the cover, allowing an inch or so extra so it can be
folded over on both ends with a snap sewn to them.
The decoration on the front can be anything you want. A fancy
button with the thread loop cut off the back and then hot glued to
the ribbon is a quick and inexpensive choice.

